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ABSTRACT

Bodo is one of the languages of Tibeto-Burman branch of Sno-Tibetan language family. The speakers of this
language are concentrated mostly in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam as well as more or less in the border areas of
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Megalaya of North-East India; North Bengal of West Bengal and the Nepal. There are
many processes of word formation in Bodo. But the present study will highlight only affixation and compounding as two
major processes of word formation. In Bodo, the prefixes and suffixes take very important role in the process of affixation
of word formation. In compounding, root words like noun, verb and adjective take important role which will be highlighted

in the paper.
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INTRODUCTION

Linguistically, Bodo is one of the languages of &titeBurman branch of Sino-Tibetan language fanilye term
‘Bodo’ was first used by Brian Houghton Hodgson'lssay the first on the Kocch, Bodo and Dimal tsibene of the
essays of the book ‘Miscellaneous essays relatmgindian subject, Vol.-l." in 1847 (Hodgson, B.H1347).
Anthropologically, they are the people of Mongolaitbke. In history, they were also well known asciai. H.K.
Barpujari says the Kacharis, who belong to the tgBdo race, were perhaps one of the earliest ginati tribe of
Brahmaputra valley. (Barpujari, H.K., 1992) J.D.d&nson also observes that the river names of tledevdf Brahmaputra
valley are Bodo names and it is demonstrable thatBodos were the aborigines of the valley. (Endlg, 1997)
Their concentration is chiefly found in the vastas of northern and southern parts of the Brahmamalley of Assam.
Apart from they are obtainable more or less inlibeder areas of Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland anclisigg of North-
East India; Jalpaiguri, Alipur Duar, Darjeeling a@doch Behar districts of North Bengal of West Barand Japa district
of Nepal. They are identical with different namegdifferent provinces. Thus, in the Brahmaputrdeyabf Assam they
are well known as Bodo~Boro, in North Bengal as Maad in Nepal as Meche. Sir Edward Gait in hiskb@oHistory
of Assam’ says that they are identical with the gleccalled Mech in North Bengal. In the Brahmaputedley the
Kacharis call themselves Bodo fisa (sons of thedo@ait, Sir Edward, 2008)

Aim and Objectives
* To highlight two major processes affixation and panunding of word formation of Bodo language.

* To give information about the processes of wordniation to the future researchers.
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Methods

Primary and secondary data are the key sourcei®fptiper. The researcher being a native speak8odb
language collected the data by applying introspecnowledge. The secondary data were collecteth fraritten

documents.
Word Formation in Bodo

Word formation is also known as word making or wordlding. According to S. N. Arora, word-formatiam
word making or word building means the processreating or forming words out of sequences of monpde or words.
(Arora, S.N., 2006) In Bodo, words can be formeddifferent processes. But the present study targelg two core

important types of processes of word formationaféxation and compounding.
Affixation

Affixation is one of the morphological processeswaird formation. During affixation, bound morphernes
added to a stem word to create a new word witlefft new meaning. Like other Tibeto-Burman langgai Bodo also
affixation takes an important role in forming diéat new words. In this language, affixes can Isewdised by classifying
into two types of prefix and suffix according teetbhse of before or after the root word. There isise of infix in Bodo

language.
Prefixes

Prefix is a term used in MORPHOLOGY referring toARFIX which is added initially to a root or stef@rfystal,
David, 1978). Prefixes are added to the beginnfregword in order to create a new word with diffireneaning. In Bodo,

a few prefixes are there which play a significaslierin forming new words with different meaning.n$® examples are

given below.
{da-} : da + v. za (eat) > v. daza (do not eat)
{ph} p" + v. bm (bend) > v. ppdom (to make bend)
{bi-} bi + v. Bar (bloom) > n. bibar (flower)
{sw-} : sw + V. ma (move) > v. aima (shake)
Suffixes

Suffix is a term used in MORPHOLOGY referring to ARFIX which is added following to a root or stem
(Crystal, David, 1978). The suffixes are addedhe &nding of a word in order to create a new woith different
meaning. There are many suffixes in Bodo languagewplay an important role in forming differennkis of new words.

Some examples of nominal suffixes and verbal seffiare given below.

{-mwn} : n. ai (mother) + nun > n. aimun (mother and others)
{-p"wr} : n. mansi (man) +ur > n. mansifwr (men)

{-sali} : n. gut"wi (dead) + sali > n.gt"wisali (grave yard)
{-thiy - n. daoha (war) - ili > n. dahatfili (battle field)
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{-ari} : v. bibai (beg) + ari > n. bibaiyari (begg

{-nai} : V. 2o (sit) + nai > n. znai (sitting)

{-t"ai} :v. nu (see) +"ai > n. nutai (scene)

{-sali} : v. sibi (worship) + sali > n.sibisali (pyer place)
{-la} V. za (eat) + la > v. zala (do not/ doest Rat)
{-ak"uwi} :v. luny (drink) + akuwi > v. unak'wi (did not drink)
{-p"a} :v. f'ay (go) + fa > v. fagp"a (go together)
{-t"ar} - v. za (eat) +"ar > v. zaltar (must eat)

{-k"a} :v. dan (cut) + fa > v. danka (cut out)

{-bai} : v. za (eat) + bak v. zabai (have eaten)

{-a} - v. t"ay (go) +a> v. t"apa (do not go)

COMPOUNDING

Compounding is one of the important processes afiviormation available in Bodo language. Compougdin
contains two or more root words. In Bodo, many neerds with new meaning can be constructed by comgiog

different two or more root words.
Noun + Noun

n. dau (fowl) + n.aila (male) > n. dauala (cock)

n. dwi (water) + n. Ror (hole) > n. duik"r (well)

n. dau (fowl) + n. i (excreta) > n. dadlk(fowl's excreta)
Noun + Adjective

n. dwi (water) + a. sa (small) > nudsa (stream)

n. dau (fowl) + a.sa (small) > n.dausa (chick)

n. ha (soil) + a.wu (tall) > n. ham (hill)
Noun + Verb

n. ha (land) + v. sib (sweep) > n. hasib (broom)
Noun + Noun + Noun

n. bar (wind) + n. dii (water) + n. silla (young girl) > n. bargisik"a (a kind of weather)
Verb + Verb

v. za (eat) + v. hui (come) > v. zahui (come and eat)
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v. za (eat) + v.mb (finish) > v. zamb (eat all)
V. ma> (do) + v. Pwi (come) > v. map"wi (come and do)
Verb + Noun
v. hasu (urinate) + nud (water) > n. hasudi (urine)
V. muzu (spit) + n. di (water) > n. muzudii (saliva)
V. guba (vomit) + n. dii (water) > n. gabadui (vomiting)
Verb + Adjective
V. luyg + a. gudan (new) > v.dimgudan (just drank)
v. za + a. gidan (new) > a. zagdan (recent)
Verb + Verb + Verb
V. ma + V. lag + v. 2ub > v. malanzwb (do everything and go)
v. za +Vv. mb + v. lg > v. zazublayg(eat everything and go)
v. lag + v. gwi + v. zb > v. lamp"wizwb (take away everything)
Verb + Verb + Verb + Verb
V. lug + v. lag + v. 2ub + v. fwi > v. luglagzwbp'wi (come, drink everything and go)
V. ma + V. lag + v. 2ub + v. pwi> v. mavlagzwbp'wi (come, do everything and go)
CONCLUSIONS

Like other Bodo-Garo languages, Bodo is also aggiting language. Through the process of affixataifierent
kind of new words with new meaning can be formeuditHis process, many prefixes and suffixes playinaportant
function during word formation. Apart from this,i# also clear that by compounding many root wodif§erent kind of
new words can also be formed in this languageit®an be mentioned here that affixation and comping are the two

major processes of word formation in Bodo language.
ABBREVIATIONS

a. adjective

V. verb

n. noun
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